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SUBJECT: SIXTH PLANNING CONFERENCE ON THE UN EUROPEAN 
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

1 . THE SIXTH PLANNING CONFERENCE ON THE UN EUROPEAN SOCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM MET IN GENEVA MARCH 13-16. PARTICI- 
PANTS CAME FROM 26 EUROPEAN COUNTRIES, PLUS CANADA, ISRAEL, 

AND THE UNITED STATES. THE U.S. PARTICIPANTS WERE DOROTHY 
TALLY. CHIEF, INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES, OFFICE OF HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND 
WELFARE, AND LAURENCE WYATT, DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF INTER- 
NATIONAL AFFAIRS, DHEW. MRS. HELVI SIPILA, ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE U.N. FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND 
HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS, OPENED THE CONFERENCE. 

2. THE EUROPEAN SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (ESDP) WAS 
BEGUN IN 1950 AS A TECHNICAL COOPERATION PROGRAM, AND IS 
ADMINISTERED BY THE DIVISION OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS OF THE U.N. 

OFFICE IN GENEVA. THE ESDP IS FUNDED IN PART BY THE U.N. 

AND IN PART BY VOLUNTARY GOVERNMENT CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 
TRUST FUND FOR EUROPEAN SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT ESTABLISHED IN 
1975. THE ESDP PROVIDES FOR EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION, 

IDEAS AND EXPERIENCE IN THE SOCIAL FIELD AMONG ALL EUROPE- 
AN COUNTRIES THROUGH SEMINARS AND EXPERT MEETINGS, SHORT 
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TERM EXPERT MISSIONS, STUDY VISITS AND A NETWORK OF 
NATIONAL CORRESPONDENTS IN SOCIAL WELFARE RESEARCH. 

3. A MAJOR CRITICAL ISSUE FACING THE CONFERENCE WAS THE 
FUTURE OF THE PROGRAM. THE U.N. COMMITTEE ON PROGRAM 
COORDINATION (CPC), 17TH SESSION, 1977, RECOMMENDED IN 
EFFECT THE TERMINATION OF THE ESDP IN ITS PRESENT FORM. 
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THE 63RD ECOSOC, 1977, ENDORSED THIS RECOMMENDATION; 

HOWEVER, THE 32ND UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY HAS DEFERRED CON- 
SIDERATION OF IT UNTIL THE 33RD UNGA, SEPTEMBER 1978. 

THE CPC IS CURRENTLY UNDERTAKING AN EVALUATION OF THE WHOLE 
UN SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM, INCLUDING THE EUROPEAN 
REGION. THE REASON FOR THE CPC RECOMMENDATION, AS STATED 
BY ITS CHAIRMAN TO THE UNGA FIFTH COMMITTEE, WAS THAT 
"DEVELOPING COUNTRY MEMBERS FELT THAT PURELY EUROPEAN 
PROGRAMS SHOULD NOT BE FINANCED THROUGH THE HEADQUARTERS 
BUDGET" OF THE UN. MRS. SIPILA EMPHASIZED TO THE CONFER- 
ENCE THAT UNGA ACTION ON THE CPC RECOMMENDATION HAS MERELY 
BEEN DEFERRED, AND IN NO SENSE CANCELLED. 

4. AFTER CONSIDERING THIS SITUATION, THE SIXTH PLANNING 
CONFERENCE UNANIMOUSLY AFFIRMED ITS BELIEF IN THE VALUE 
OF THE ESDP AS A "DUAL INSTRUMENT" - WHICH PROMOTES BOTH 
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT IN EUROPE AND ALSO WORLDWIDE UN ACTIVIT- 
IES TO ASSIST SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT. IN SO DOING, THE 
CONFERENCE REIECTED THE CPC'S VIEW THAT ESDP ACTIVITIES 

ARE PURELY EUROPEAN. PARTICIPANTS FROM A NUMBER OF 
COUNTRIES TOOK A LEADING ROLE IN COMMENTING ON THE REGIONAL 
AND WORLDWIDE VALUE OF THE ESDP - NOTABLY, FROM THE 
NETHERLANDS, SCANDINAVIA, HUNGARY AND ROMANIA. SPEAKERS 
FROM THE LATTER TWO COUNTRIES EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT THEY 
ARE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. "EAST- WEST" VIEWS ON THE VALUE 
OF THE PROGRAM AND THE NEED TO CONTINUE IT WERE THE SAME. 
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THE CONFERENCE CALLED ATTENTION TO THE SPIRIT OF UNDER- 
STANDING AND COOPERATION WHICH UNDERLIES THE ESDP, AND 
WHICH FURTHERS THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIAL POLICIES NOT 
ONLY IN ALL OF EUROPE BUT ALSO THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 

5. THE CONFERENCE FURTHER EXPRESSED THE CONVICTION THAT 
ESDP SHOULD BE MAINTAINED AND REINFORCED AS A UN ACTIVITY. 
WITH CONTINUING MODEST SUPPORT FROM THE UN'S REGULAR BUDGET. 
THE UN PROVIDES ABOUT $250,000 A YEAR FOR THE ESDP, WHILE 
MEMBER COUNTRIES ARE VOLUNTARILY CONTRIBUTING ABOUT 
$100,000 A YEAR IN CASH AND AN ESTIMATED $400,000 IN 

SERVICES. IN OTHER UN REGIONS, THE PROPORTION OF THE UN 
REGIONAL COMMISSION BUDGETS DEVOTED TO SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
IS GENERALLY ABOUT 4 PERCENT; IN EUROPE, THE U.N. FUNDING 
FOR THE ESDP IS EQUAL TO ABOUT 2.6 PERCENT OF THE ECE’S 
BUDGET. HOWEVER, NONE OF THE ECE BUDGET IS ALLOTTED TO 
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT. A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ECE TOLD THE 
CONFERENCE THAT ECE IS NOT ANXIOUS TO TAKE ON SOCIAL DE- 
VELOPMENT, AS IT IS FOCUSSING ON ISSUES SUCH AS EAST- WEST 
TRADE. 
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6. THE CONFERENCE EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT THERE IS AMPLE 
JUSTIFICATION FOR RECONSIDERATION OF THE CPC'S RECOMMENDA- 
TION, AND REQUESTED THE UN SECRETARY-GENERAL TO BRING ITS 
VIEWS TO THE ATTENTION OF THE CPC AND THE UN LEGISLATIVE 
BODIES, SO THAT THEY MAY BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT DURING THE 
EVALUATION OF UN SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES TO TAKE 
PLACE IN 1978. 

7. IN TAKING THIS ACTION, THE CONFERENCE HAD IN MIND THE 
URGENT TIME FACTOR, IN VIEW OF THE FOLLOWING UN TIME TABLE: 
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A. CURRENT - TO BE CONSIDERED AT A MEETING IN APRIL/MAY 
- CPC EVALUATION OF UN SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES 
INCLUDING THE ESDP. 

B. JULY - ECOSOC (GENEVA) CONSIDERS CPC RECOMMENDATIONS. 

C. SEPTEMBER - 33RD UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY RECEIVES ECOSOC 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 

7. ROLE OF U.S. PARTICIPANTS. THIS IS THE FIRST PLANNING 
CONFERENCE SINCE THE US BECAME A FULL MEMBER OF THE ESDP. 
WHILE MAINTAINING A MODERATELY LOW PROFILE, AS COMING FROM 
A NEW MEMBER COUNTRY, THE US PARTICIPANTS JOINED THE DIS- 
CUSSION ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS. DURING CONSIDERATION OF THE 
FUTURE OF THE PROGRAM AND ITS POSSIBLE TERMINATION, DR 
I .ALLY REFERRED TO THE HEW/OHDS ASSESSMENT OF THE IMPORTANCE 
OF THE ESDP ACTIVITIES FOR THE U.S. SHE CITED CURRENT 
POLICY ISSUES ON ACCESS TO SOCIAL SERVICES. ASSESSMENT OF 
UNMET NEEDS, AND IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF SOCIAL PROGRAMS. 

IN THE REVIEW OF CURRENT DEVELOPMENTAL TRENDS (ITEM 7-A), 
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MR. WYATT GAVE A SUMMARY REPORT ON RECENT MAJOR EVENTS IN 
THE DEPT OF H.E.W. WHICH ARE RELATED TO MAJOR SOCIAL TRENDS 
AND TO MAIN THEMES OF THE CONFERENCE - E.G., WELFARE RE- 
FORM, HEALTH MEASURES, AND DEPARTMENTAL REORGANIZATION. 
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WYATT ALSO REFERRED TO A NUMBER OF OVERALL INTERNATIONAL 
U.N. EFFORTS TO WHICH ESDP EFFORTS ARE, OR SHOULD BE, RE- 
LATED, I.E., THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILD, 1979; THE 
WOMEN'S DECADE AND 1980 CONFERENCE; THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR 
FOR DISABLED PERSONS, 1981; AND THE POSSIBLE INTERNATIONAL 
YEAR OF THE AGING, 1982. HE ALSO COMMENTED ON THE RELEVAN- 
CE OF ESDP ACTIVITIES TO SPECIFIC HEW SOCIAL ISSUES, SUCH 
AS THE CONTINUUM OF NEEDS, ACCESS TO SERVICES, INTERRELAT- 
ING SERVICES, AND CROSS-CUTTING COMPARISON OF PROGRAMS. 

IN THE REVIEW OF THE FOUR- YEAR PLAN (7-B ), DR LALLY INDICAT- 
ED INTEREST OF THE U.S., D.H.E.W., IN A NUMBER OF SPECIFIC 
PROPOSED ACTIVITIES, AND OFFERED TO ARRANGE FOR HEW TO 
HOST A STUDY GROUP. LALLY AND WYATT ALSO HAD FRIENDLY 
INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS WITH PARTICIPANTS FROM MANY OF THE 
OTHER COUNTRIES, BOTH EAST AND WEST. 

8. OTHER CONFERENCE ACTIONS: THE CONFERENCE ADOPTED . 
TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR ITS 12 MEMBER STANDING GROUP AND 
REVIEWED PROGRESS DURING THE PERIOD 1944-1977. PROGRAMS 
ON COMMUNITY INTEGRATION OF SOCIAL SERVICES, MANPOWER 
AND TRAINING, OPEN CARE OF THE ELDERLY, DREW COMMENDATIONS 
FROM THE PARTICIPANTS. ACTIVITIES REFLECT GOOD COOPERA- 
TION BETWEEN UN SOCIAL AFFAIRS, WHO, ECE, AND MAJOR 
NONGOVERNMENTAL OFFICES. AN ESDP NEWSLETTER, PUBLISHED 
FOUR TIMES A YEAR, IS NOW REACHING A WIDE GROUP OF 
COUNTRIES SHARING EXPERIENCE ON SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT. 

9. FOUR MAIN THEMES PROVIDE THE FRAMEWORK FOR THE NEXT 
PERIOD OF WORK: STRENGTHENING OF THE KNOWLEDGE BASE OF 
PLANNING AND POLICY-MAKING; ENHANCING THE EFFECTIVENESS 
OF SOCIAL POLICIES AND PROGRAMS; ENSURING THE MORE EQUIT- 
ABLE DISTRIBUTION OF INCOME, BENEFITS AND SERVICES; 

PROMOTING FULLER PARTICIPATION IN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL LIFE. 
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A SERIES OF STUDY GROUPS, SEMINARS, AND EXPERT GROUPS WILL 
IMPLEMENT THE THEMES FOCUSSING FOR EXAMPLE ON METHODS FOR 
SOCIAL PLANNING AND REPORTING, CRITERIA FOR EFFECTIVE 
CHILD WELFARE SERVICES, NEW FORMS OF MUTUAL HELP IN 
COMMUNITY GROUPS, ACCESS TO SOCIAL SERVICES, PRODUCTIVE 
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LIFE IN OLD AGE; INTEGRATION OF THE DISABLED IN THE COM- 
MUNITY, AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS OF CURRENT RESEARCH. THE 
EUROPEAN CENTER FOR SOCIAL WELFARE TRAINING AND RESEARCH 
PRESENTED ITS RELATED PROGRAM FOR REVIEW. THE CENTER'S 
ACTIVITIES ARE BEING CLOSELY COORDINATED WITH THE ESDP. 

DHEW'S OFFER TO HOST A UN EXPERT GROUP IN 1979 DN ACCESS 
TO SERVICES WAS WELCOMED AS PART OF THIS FORWARD PROGRAM. 

THIS COULD BE ASSOCIATED WITH A NATIONAL MEETING SUCH AS 
THE RECENTLY ANNOUNCED WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES, 

DECEMBER 1979. A U.S. SUGGESTION FOR THE NEW WORK PROGRAM 
INCLUDES LONG TERM CARE OF THE CHRONICALLY ILL, ELDERLY, 

RETARDED - A TOPIC OF PRIORITY INTEREST FOR MANY OF THE 
PARTICIPANTS. VANDEN HEUVEL 
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